




An illustrious list of contributors—Jonathan Sarna, Grace
Paley, and Yehuda Amichai among them—anchors the latest
issue of Contemplate: The International Journal of Cultural
Jewish Thought, an annual collection of secular Jewish writing
published by the Center for Cultural Judaism.

Additionally, the issue features essays and arguments by
Susan Jacoby (Freethinkers) and Douglas Rushkoff (Nothing
Sacred); a provocative look at “the end of the Jewish Diaspora”
by two University of Denver professors, Caryn Aviv and
David Shneer; a lengthy reflection on Heinrich Heine by the
Israeli author and producer Yigal Lossin; and dual
appreciations of Martin Buber, by Sarah Pessin and Ron
Margolin.

“We’re very pleased with this issue,” said Contemplate’s
editor, Myrna Baron. “Our print journal, Contemplate, and
our on-line journal, Secular Culture & Ideas, complement each
other and educate readers on varied themes in cultural and
secular Jewish thought.”

Inaugurated in 2001, Contemplate is that rare hybrid: a
journal that’s both scholarly and accessible. Each issue gathers
the best secular Jewish writing from around the world—much
of it translated, little of it previously available to American
readers—into one volume.

The current issue also includes an exclusive interview with
novelist and philosopher Rebecca Goldstein, who discusses
her recent volume on Benedict Spinoza, Betraying Spinoza.
(Schocken/Nextbook, 2006). Goldstein also surveys the
current state of secularism in the U.S, and warns: “Beware
those politicians who go where philosophers fear to tread.”

In Jonathan Sarna’s piece, which opens the issue, the
Brandeis historian heralds the return of a robust secular Jewish
culture in the United States. The title of his piece says it all:
“The Rise, Fall, and Rebirth of Secular Judaism.”

Another marquee piece, by French scholar Diana Pinto,
outlines the promise—and challenges—of a “new European
Jewish identity” in a post-Holocaust, post-Soviet world. And
two seminal studies—one by Institute for Jewish Policy
Research (England) and another by demographers Barry
Kosmin and Ariela Keysar—survey Jewish cultural products
in Europe and a growing population of secular Americans,
respectively.

This is the fourth issue of Contemplate; selected articles
from previous issues are available online at
culturaljudaism.org/ccj/contemplate

Previous issues of Contemplate have featured writing by
Amos Oz, A.B. Yehoshua, and Alan Dershowitz, as well as
Ilan Stavans, and former U.S. national poet laureate
Robert Pinsky. �

Growing Meitar Program
Endorsed by Education Minister
Meitar College of Judaism as Culture in Jerusalem works in

Israeli state (non-religious) schools, training teachers to teach
Judaism as Culture to their students in elementary, junior
high, and high schools, from Kiryat Shemona to Eilat.
Programs include teacher training; educational trips
throughout the country for teachers, students and their
parents; Jewish festival celebrations that are often open to the
whole community; and a variety of classes for students. Meitar
has developed a unique two-point matriculation program for
high school students in Judaism as Culture, which is now
being taught as a pilot in Ra'anana, a town north of Tel Aviv.

In a letter endorsing Meitar, Israel's Education Minister,
Yuli Tamir, recently wrote that "Meitar programs encourage
children from secular homes to develop a deep appreciation of
their Jewish roots, heritage and culture..." �
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NEW ISSUE OF CONTEMPLATE DEBUTS IN DECEMBER
Features Amichai, Sarna, Rebecca Goldstein
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Modernity is deeply associated with secularization...

... and Jews are heirs to a secular tradition stretching back to Baruch Spinoza, Theodore Herzl, and Ahad Ha-Am. The
Posen Foundation is pleased to support new university courses examining the varieties of Jewish secularism. Posen Grants
for the study of secular Jewish history and cultures are awarded annually to well-established university programs
and departments of Jewish Studies, Philosophy, Literature, Sociology, Anthropology and other related disciplines.

North American Posen Grant Recipients: Bard • Binghamton • Brown • Denver • Dickinson • Hampshire • Hunter •
Graduate Theological Union • Miami University (Ohio) • Muhlenberg • Queens College • Rutgers • Temple •Tulane •
University at Albany • UC–Davis • UCLA • University of Cincinnati • University of Florida–Gainsville •
University of Massachusetts–Amherst • University of Miami • University of Toronto • University of Virginia

Israeli institutions: Hebrew University • Tel Aviv University • University at Haifa • Open University •
Ofakim Program at Tel Aviv University • Oranim • Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya • Kerem Teacher
Training Institute • and others

Academic Advisory Committee:
David Biale (Chair), University of California – Davis
Laura Levitt, Temple University
Mark Raider, University of Cincinnati
Naomi Seidman, Graduate Theological Union
Susan Shapiro, University of Massachusetts – Amherst
James E. Young, University of Massachusetts – Amherst

I n fo rmat i on and gu i de l i ne s a re ava i l ab l e a t 212-564-6711 or www.cu l t u ra l j uda i sm .o rg

The Posen Project is administered in the U.S.
by The Center for Cultural Judaism.




